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I'll Give You The Sun

“WE WERE ALL HEADING FOR
EACH OTHER ON A COLLISION
COURSE, NO MATTER WHAT
MAYBE SOME PEOPLE ARE
JUST MEANT TO BE
IN THE SAME STORY.
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Synopsis

The New York Times Bestselling story of first love, family, loss, and betrayal for fans of John Green,
Jojo Moyes, Emma Straub, and Rainbow Rowell A¢a -A“We were all heading for each other on a
collision course, no matter what. Maybe some people are just meant to be in the same

story.A¢a -A At first, Jude and her twin brother are NoahandJude; inseparable. Noah draws
constantly and is falling in love with the charismatic boy next door, while daredevil Jude wears
red-red lipstick, cliff-dives, and does all the talking for both of them. Years later, they are barely
speaking. Something has happened to change the twins in different yet equally devastating ways . .
. but then Jude meets an intriguing, irresistible boy and a mysterious new mentor. The early years
are NoahA¢a -4,¢s to tell; the later years are JudeA¢a -4,¢s. But they each have only half the
story, and if they can only find their way back to one another, theyA¢a -4,¢ll have a chance to
remake their world. This radiant, award-winning novel from the acclaimed author of The Sky Is
Everywhere will leave you breathless and teary and laughingA¢a -4 «often all at once. Printz Award
Winner Stonewall Honor Book "A wild, beautiful, and profoundly moving novel. Jandy

NelsonA¢a -4,¢s writing is so electric, so alive, her pages practically glow in the dark."

A¢a -4 *Ransom Riggs, New York Times bestselling author of Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar
Children and Hollow City "Jandy Nelson is a rare, explosive talent, and one of the best writers
working today. Her prose is vivid, breathtaking, and drenched in passion, and her stories remind me
why words can change the world." A¢a -4 *Tahereh Mafi, New York Times bestselling author of the
Shatter Me series. "l love this book. Jandy Nelson is my new writing hero. Read this book. She’ll be
your favorite author as well." A¢a -4 *Holly Goldberg Sloan, New York Times bestselling author of
Counting by 7s "Jandy NelsonA¢a -4,¢s writing is poetic and mesmerizing. More importantly,
Nelson weaves a novel that seeps into your bones like fire on a cold day . . . IA¢a -4,¢ll Give You
the Sun is a novel that promises a story like nothing else and then delivers it. A¢a —As

A¢a -4 -Garret Freymann-Weyr, author of Printz Honor book, My Heartbeat "This is a stunning,
artfully woven story. My heart burst open at the blazing, unforgettable end. Magnificent."

A¢a -a Nova Ren Suma, author of Imaginary Girls and 17 & Gone "An extraordinary book! I've
never read anything like it. Lyrical-unique-passionate-magical-tragic-hopefulA¢a -4 *Nelson’s
characters will fly off the page and into your heart." A¢a —4a *Nancy Garden, author of Annie on my
Mind
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Customer Reviews

Gr 9 UpA¢a -4 *A resplendent novel from the author of The Sky Is Everywhere (Dial, 2010).
Fraternal twins and burgeoning artists Jude and Noah are inseparable until puberty hits and they
find themselves competing for boys, a spot at an exclusive art school, and their parents’ affections.
Told in alternating perspectives and time lines, with Noah’s chapters taking place when they are 13
and Jude’s when they are 16, this novel explores how it’s the people closest to us who have the
power to both rend us utterly and knit us together. Jude’s takes are peppered with entries from her
bible of superstitions and conversations with her grandmother’s ghost, and Noah continuously
imagines portraits (complete with appropriately artsy titles) to cope with his emotions. In the
intervening years, a terrible tragedy has torn their family apart, and the chasm between the siblings
grows ever wider. Vibrant imagery and lyrical prose propel readers forward as the twins experience
first love, loss, betrayal, acceptance, and forgiveness. Art and wonder fill each page, and threads of
magical realism lend whimsy to the narrative. Readers will forgive convenient coincidences because
of the characters’ in-depth development and the swoon-worthy romances. The novel’s evocative
exploration of sexuality, grief, and sibling relationships will ring true with teens. For fans of Rainbow
Rowell’'s Fangirl (St. Martin’s, 2013) and Melina Marchetta’s realistic fiction. See author Q&A, p.
152.A¢4 -4 *Shelley Diaz, School Library Journal --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable

edition of this title.

Praise for I'll Give You the Sun:Winner of the 2015 Michael L. Printz AwardWinner of a 2015
Stonewall HonorA New York Times Book Review Notable Children’s Book of 2014 A TIME Top Ten



Young Adult Book of 2014 AA A Boston Globe Best Young Adult Novel of 2014 AA A Huffington
Post Top 12 Young Adult Book of 2014 A 2014 Cybil Award FinalistA 2015 YALSA Top Ten Best
Fiction for Young Adults BookA 2015 Topo Ten Rainbow List Selection A Publishers Weekly Best
Book of 2014 A School Library Journal Best Book of 2014 A 2014 Booklist Edtior's Choice Book A
Bustle.com Top 25 Young Adult Novel of 2014 "This is the big oneA¢a -4 «the blazingA A story of
once inseparable twins whose lives are torn apart by tragedy."A¢a -a *Entertainment Weekly, "5
YA Novels to Watch Out For" "Dazzling."A¢é -a *The New York Times Book Review "Have you
ever wanted to put a book in all of your friends’ hands? This is that kind of book . . . Heartbreakingly
honest."A¢a -4 *San Francisco Chronicle "Bold, even breathtaking. You get the sense [the]
characters are bursting through the words, breaking free of normal metaphors and constructions,
jubilantly trying to rise up from the prison of language . . . The book celebrates artA¢a -a,¢s
capacity to heal, but it also shows us how we excavate meaning from the art we cherish, and how
we find reflections of ourselves within it. . . . IA¢a -4,¢ll Give You the Sun is a dazzling

mirror"A¢a -4 «Lauren Oliver for the New York Times Book Review "Both structurally virtuosic . . .
and emotionally wrenching. That alone is a rare combination in literature, YA or otherwise. But then
add in the characters . . . This book is a rebuttal to anyone suggesting YA, because it tells stories of
young people, is somehow of lesser stuff. IA¢a -4,¢ll Give You The Sun is literature. Full stop. In
my opinion, itA¢a -a,¢s not just the best YA book of the year, but one of the best books of the
year."A¢a -a *Gayle Forman for Parade "This book is many things at once, all of them engrossing.
It's a book where teenagers think in almost indulgently poetic language while still sounding
genuinely adolescent. It's two separate but equally intoxicating love stories. . . . Most of all, it's the
mystery of what happened to tear Noah and Jude apart, and whatA¢a -4 «if anythingA¢a -4 «can
bring them back together again."A¢a —-a ‘NPR’s Guide to 2014’s Great Reads "This book is about
many things: grief, sexuality, creativity, bravery, identity, guilt. But mostly it's about love. Be
prepared with more tissues than you needed for The Fault in Our Stars, a chunky notebook to
scribble down all the quotes and a handful of witty responses when people ask why you're chuckling
to yourself in the corner. Because this book will make you realise how beautiful words can

be."A¢a -4 *The Guardian "Simply unforgettable. . . . If youA¢a —4,¢re looking for a book

thatA¢a —-4,¢s deep and powerful and beautiful, look no further. You must read I1A¢a -4,¢ll Give
You the Sun."A¢a -4 Lisa Parkin for the Huffington PostA¢a -a,¢s A¢a -A“Top 12 Young Adult
Books of 2014A¢a —As* A¢a -A“Readers are meant to feel big things, and they

willA¢ga -4 *NelsonA¢a -4,¢s novel brims with emotion (grief, longing, and love in particular) as

Noah, Jude, and the broken individuals in their lives find ways to heal.A¢a -A*A¢a -4 *Publishers



Weekly, starred review * "A resplendent novel...Art and wonder fill each page."A¢a —4a *School
Library Journal, starred review * "NelsonA¢a —-4,¢s prose is replete with moments of stunning
emotional clarity, and her characters are as irresistible to the reader as they are to each other . . .
No matter how they hurt each other, the love among all the characters is huge hereA¢a -4a *huge
enough to destroy, huge enough to forgive, and huge enough to put their broken world back
together again."A¢a -a ‘BCCB, starred review * "In an electric style evoking the highly visual
imaginations of the young narrators, Nelson captures the fraught, antagonistic, yet deeply loving
relationship Jude and Noah share."A¢a -4 Booklist, starred review* "An intricate and absorbing
work of art emerges from the details of the interlaced sections. Few novels about twins capture so
well the rewards and challenges . . . or the way in which people who have loved us remain in our
minds after their deaths."A¢a —a *"VOYA, perfect score* "Readers will be hooked."A¢a —a Library
Media ConnectionA¢a -A“The novel is structurally brilliant, moving back and forth across timelines
to reveal each teen’s respective exhilaration and anguish . . . Nelson’s prose scintillates . . .
dizzyingly visual . . . Here’s a narrative experience readers won’t soon

forget.A¢a —-A-A¢a -4 *Kirkus "Told in poetic prose with the barest hint of magical realism . . . a
compelling meditation on love, grief, sexuality, family, and fate."A¢a —a *Horn Book "I've gotten so
involved in a book that I've missed my subway stop because | was reading; Jandy Nelson’sA Al
Give You the SunA A might be the first time where | saw my stop and skipped it

anyway."A¢a -4 The Daily Beast "I'll Give You the Sun is a daydream . . . otherworldly and
mesmerizing . . . Nelson’s evocative language envelops one’s imagination . . . an exquisite
surrender to wonder and possibilities."A¢a -4 *The Boston Globe "I'll Give You the Sun gives the
word ’intense’ new meaning . . . a novel that makes you want to go out and skydive, but if you can
read a novel like this now and then, you don’t need to."A¢a —a *Newsday "This one is going to be
big... It is full of all the good stuff that sticks with you: love, identity struggles, loss, betrayal, and the
complications of family, so you'll probably feel all the feels."A¢a —a *Bustle.com "A blazing prismatic
explosion of color . . . I'll Give You the SunA A is that rare, immersive teen novel: To read it is a
coming-of-age experience in itself."A¢a -4 *Entertainment Weekly "[These]

viewpointsA¢a —a NoahA¢a -a,¢s at 13 and 14, Jude’s at 16A¢a -4 «intersect in surprising ways,
and eventually come together in a satisfying, if bittersweet, conclusion. . . . Young adults will learn
they’re not alone in navigating the emotional highs and lows of finding their identity; older readers
will have moments of wistful recognition. I, for one, devoured this book.A¢a -AsA¢a -4 *Montreal
Gazette "It's a meditation on life, art, family, fate, and how even the most broken people can help fix

one another . . . This book will tear through you like a hurricane, leaving you in ruined



awe."A¢a -4 *Huffington Post "Ingeniously told from the alternating perspectives of its spunky twin
protagonists, this (technically) young adult noel jubilantly holds its own against the fall’'s grown-up
offerings, with dead-on insights about surviving youthA¢a -4 «and family."A¢a -4 +O, the Oprah
Magazine "You'd think that we were pluggingA A The Fault in Our Stars, but even that comparison
might sell shortA A I'll Give You the Sun... [It's] planted firmly in the positive, making for a
gravity-defying, life-affirming experience."A¢a —a *San Francisco Magazine "[Nelson] has an
electrifying facility with description, especially how her characters feel at a given moment . . . [Jude],
Noah, and the fine cast of subsidiary characters . . . are most memorable for how they poignantly
illustrate the most basic of human emotionsA¢a -4 *love, grief, shame, remorse,

joy."A¢a -4 «Chicago Tribune A¢a -A“One of FallA¢a -4a,¢s most anticipated YA books . . .

itAga —a,¢s filled with complex and controversial themes that are relatable to anyone who has
struggled with identity, sexuality, family ties and other struggles of growing

up.A¢a —-A*A¢a -4 -Mashable.com "Will pluck at your heartstrings."A¢a -a People "A wild,
beautiful, and profoundly moving novel. Jandy NelsonA¢a -4,¢s writing is so electric, so alive, her
pages practically glow in the dark.” A¢a —a *Ransom Riggs, New York Times bestselling author of
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children and Hollow City "Jandy Nelson is a rare, explosive
talent, and one of the best writers working today. Her prose is vivid, breathtaking, and drenched in
passion, and her stories remind me why words can change the world." A¢a -4 *Tahereh Mafi, New
York Times bestselling author of the Shatter Me seriesA A "I love this book. Jandy Nelson is my
new writing hero. Read this book. She’ll be your favorite author as well." A¢a -4 *Holly Goldberg
Sloan, New York Times bestselling author of Counting by 7s "Jandy NelsonA¢a -4,¢s writing is
poetic and mesmerizing. More importantly, Nelson weaves a novel that seeps into your bones like
fire on a cold day . . . IA¢a -4,¢ll Give You the Sun is a novel that promises a story like nothing else
and then delivers it.A¢a —A+ A¢a -4 Garret Freymann-Weyr, author of Printz Honor book, My
Heartbeat "This is a stunning, artfully woven story. My heart burst open at the blazing, unforgettable
end. Magnificent." A¢a -a ‘Nova Ren Suma, author of Imaginary Girls and 17 & Gone "An
extraordinary book! I've never read anything like it.
Lyrical-unique-passionate-magical-tragic-hopefulA¢a -4 *Nelson’s characters will fly off the page
and into your heart." A¢a -a ‘Nancy Garden, author of Annie on my MindA A Praise forA A The
Sky is Everywhere: "Nelson’s first novel is tender, romantic, and loaded with passion."A¢a -a sThe
Horn Book "The author brilliantly navigates Lennie’s course between despair and hope, sorrow and
humor... a gripping love triangle."A¢a -4 *Shelf Awareness "In this amazing tale of love and loss,

Nelson introduces a cast of characters who make the reader laugh and cry."A¢a -4 ‘NPR’s The



Roundtable "Nearly everyone who'’s staggering through life in the wake of a loved one’s death will
recognize themselves in this brilliant, piercing story."A¢a -a sThe Denver Post * "This is
distinguished by the dreamy California setting and poetic images that will draw readers into Lennie’s
world..."A¢a -4 *Publishers Weekly, starred review "A joy to read. You'll remember [it] long after
you've turned the last page."A¢a -4 ‘The Romantic Times * "It's romantic without being gooey and
tear-jerking without being campyAg¢a -4 swhat more could a reader want?"A¢a -4 ‘BCCB, starred
review * "This is a passionate, vulnerable, wonderfully complete and irresistible

book."A¢a -4 *VOYA, starred review "[Nelson] writes with abandon... it’s a headlong kind of book,
preferably devoured at a single setting."A¢a -4 «Los Angeles Times "Brimming with humor and life,
full of music and the poems Lennie drops all over town, The Sky is Everywhere explores betrayal
and forgiveness through a vibrant cast of characters."A¢a —-a *SLJ "Those who think young adult
books can’t be as literary, rich, and mature as their adult counterparts will be disabused of that
notion after reading The Sky is Everywhere...A A A finely-drawn portrait of grief and first

love."A¢a -4 *The Daily Beast "A story of love, loss, and healing that will resonate with readers long
after they've finished reading."A¢a -4 *Booklist "A story about love and loss... both heartfelt and
literary."A¢a -4 *Kirkus Reviews "SkyA A is both a profound meditation on loss and grieving and
an exhilarating and very sexy romance. The book deserves multiple readings simply to savor
Nelson’s luscious language..."A¢a -4 *NPR (chosen by Gayle Forman as one of the top five teen
reads of 2010) "How grief and love run side by side is sensitively and intensely explored in this
energetic, poetic, and warm-blooded novel."A¢a -4 *The Guardian "An addictive, romantic,
heartbreaking, and wise tale of one girl’s epic lossA¢a -4 «and equally epic self-discovery.
Seriously, stop reading this blurb; start reading this book!"A¢a -a *Gayle Forman, author of the New
York Times Bestseller If | Stay "Wow. | sobbed my eyes out and then laughed through the tears. |
have not fallen in love with a story and its characters like this in a long time. Stunning,
heartbreaking, hilarious. A story that shakes the earth."A¢a -4 *An Na, winner of the Michael L.
Printz Award and National Book Award Finalist "Okay, | admit it. | have a huge crush on this
bookA¢a -4 «it’s beautiful, brilliant, passionate, funny, sexy, and deep. Come to think of it, | might
even want to marry this book."A¢a -4 *Sonya Sones, author of What My Mother Doesn’t Know "Full
of heart, quirky charm, and beautiful writing, The Sky Is Everywhere simply shines."A¢a -4 *Deb
Caletti, National Book Award Finalist and author of The Secret Life of Prince Charming "Jandy
Nelson’s story of grief somehow manages to be an enchantment, a celebration, a

romanceA¢a -4 -without forsaking the rock-hard truths of loss."A¢a -4 *Sara Zarr, National Book

Award Finalist and author of Story of a Girl and Sweethearts "The Sky Is Everywhere evokes the



intensity of desire and agony of heartache with breathtaking clarity. This beautifully written story will
leave an indelible impression upon your soul."A¢a -4 *Susane Colasanti, author of When It
Happens A Publishers Weekly Flying Start Title A YALSA Best Fiction for Young Adults Nominee A

Junior Library Guild Selection Translated into seventeen different languages

Jandy Nelson’s I'll Give You the Sun is beautiful, breathtaking, bewildering, and a little bizarre, but |
can’t get it out of my head. Somehow | knew I'd love it and yet it still surprised me.Jude and Noah
Sweetwine are twins, so close they often think of themselves as NoahandJude. They can read each
other’s thoughts and know each other’s fears. At age 13, both are artistically creative and
emotionally sensitive in their own ways, yet they’re also quite different. Jude is a daredevil who
loves to surf, take risks, and is rapidly becoming the type of girl who intrigues and attracts all the
boys, while Noah tries to live his life unnoticed so he won'’t be bullied, lives in his own artistic fantasy
world, and is fighting his attraction to/obsession with the new boy next door.Yet three years later,
Noah and Jude are barely speaking, and everything has changed. Jude lives in constant fear and
has isolated herself from the possibility of a romantic relationship, and while she feels a profound
need to create art, she can’t seem to express herself the way she wants to. And Noah has
completely given up art, dives off of cliffs, and become the person no one ever thought he’d be.
What happened in their lives, and between them, to change everything so drastically? When Jude
meets a charismatic young man she can’t stop thinking about, someone with a connection to Noah,
and then meets a troubled artist whose talent may help her free her artistic block, these encounters
provide answers and yet more questions.”Or maybe a person is just made up of a lot of people,’ |
say. 'Maybe we’re accumulating these new selves all the time.” Hauling them in as we make choices
good and bad, as we screw up, step up, lose our minds, find our minds, fall apart, fall in love, as we
grieve, grow, retreat from the world, dive into the world, as we make things, as we break things."I’ll
Give You the Sun shifts in perspective between Noah and Jude. Noah’s narration takes place when
the twins are 13, Jude’s takes place three years later. Each of them holds half of the answers yet
aren’t willing to share them with the other to complete their understanding. How can a relationship
that was so interdependent, so interconnected, turn so painful?"This is what | want: | want to grab
my brother's hand and run back through time, losing years like coats falling from our shoulders.
Things don’t really turn out like you think."This is a book about the half-truths we tell ourselves and
our reluctance to see what is in front of us and say what we truly feel. It's a book about following
your heart and accepting the truth, even if it leads you somewhere you’re afraid of, and realizing you

must live the life that ignites your passions. It’s also a book about how simple it is to hurt those



closest to us, and how the simplest actions can cause so much pain.Nelson is an absolutely
exquisite writer. | cannot tell you how many sentences | read over and over again because they took
my breath away. That being said, | found Noah’s narrationAfA¢A a -A & swhile tremendously
heartfelt and emotionally provokingAfA¢A & -A & «a little difficult to follow, because he speaks in a
stream of consciousness-type way, as he sees everything in his head as a painting. It took a little
getting used to, but it truly touched my heart. Jude and Noah are such vivid, beautiful characters |
absolutely loved, even as | wanted to shake them for making the mistakes they did.This is one of
those books | wish were so much longer because | didn’t want to give up these characters. | hope
someday Nelson gives us a glimpse into their lives again, but even if she doesn’t, | know she is an

author I'll need to keep reading. This one blew me away.

| finished this book last night and seriously could not sleep because | finished the book. | bought this
book based solely off of Reviews and | did not regret this one one bit.It’s so beautifully written. |
definitely related to all the characters in this book. They were flawed without you actually hating one
character. The world Noah lives in is so beautiful that you yourself will paint that beautiful world with
the vivid imagery Jandy uses to describe it. This book felt so nostalgic for me, bringing me back to
all those firsts for me: love, heart break, lost of innocence, realities. And then when Jude comes in
with her perspective, (ugh) she reminded me of all those moments after all the firsts are gone and
you build layers and layers of walls to surround yourself in so those on the outside keep away.When
you first start the book, Noah and Jude are like every twins you’ve ever imagined doing things
together and reading each other minds.But with age, you grow apart, sometimes from those you
were closest too. You read from Noah'’s past and Jude’s present future. You read where and what
cause them to end up how they are. How little lies can cause such detrimental damage to not just
you but those around you, and that in the end, you have to be true to yourself to set yourself free
from those lies.I loved this book and had already started recommending it to friends and because |
seriously buy books off of the reviews on . So | needed to write one for this book just in case there is
someone like me who buys book off reviews too :)FYI: this is my first book review. My thoughts are

everywhere trying to gather what | can to do this book justice. :)

Thank you to AudioBookSync.com for giving this Audio Book away during the Summer program last
year...I would like to stand up and give this book an endless standing ovation - complete with
jumping, screaming, whooping, and cheering.... | loved this book so much that | ordered a hard copy

to place on my book shelf and drool over whenever | walked past. | loved this book so much that |



think | may read and reread it many times over. | loved this book so much that | want to purchase a
copy for each and every single friend and family member and insist that they read it. Do you see the
pattern here? | LOVED this book!!!|Being that it was a recording that | listened to, | have to give
extreme complements to the two readers. Since this book is told from both perspectives of Jude and
Noah, a male and a female reader where needed. They both read with such intensity and feeling
that I felt like | was in the room with the characters. So full of emotion and feelings where their
depictions, that | could not stop myself from laughing out loud or sobbing like a baby during certain
moments. | truly did not want the book to end.l must also say that the writing style is unbelievable.
To me it seemed almost perfect. The imagery was spot on. The details immaculate. The characters
were living, breathing people with so much detail and emotions that they walked right off the page
for me. | related to them and loved them immediately. Furthermore, the topics handled by this story
where heavy subjects - ones that you cannot just easily play with. They were handled with care and
so much kindness.... each subject was examined by multiple point of views and with no bias -
ultimately ending in a reasonable conclusion that made sense.Everything about this book was
amazing. | highly and extremely recommend this book to all High School and older readers. You will

not be disappointed.Happy Reading!
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